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Group of people on the MBL collecting boat Vigilant in the late 1800s. (MBL Archives)

report of the library director

My colleagues and I who are working in Global Research Libraries 2020—a
vibrant community of experts that is focusing on top-level challenges facing
the global research library of the future—will one day look back and say
“Do you remember a time when books could NOT talk to each other?” David
" . Pogue, technology columnist at the New York Times, expects the companies

Do you remem ber a time that currently manufacture those extremely low-power, non-illuminated,
grayscale displays on the Amazon Kindle and Sony Reader, will have perfected
When bOOkS COU|d NOT ta |k the futuristic “living newspapers” featured in the Harry Potter movies. The

to each other?” device of choice will be the mobile phone with high-end computing power

capable of carrying petabytes of data.

These tetherless devices will link the Global Research Libraries and deliver
information to scholars, researchers, citizen scientists, and public library
users—in short, everyone. Wireless technology, along with wireless electricity,
will be ubiquitous and libraries will be expected to keep pace and perform
their time-honored services of classification, dissemination, and preservation
of knowledge in all media types.
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In 2008, the virtual and physical aspects of the MBLWHOI Library
became seamless. Although this takes place on many levels,
nowhere does it challenge and inspire the library staff more than

in the Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) open-access digitization
project. By February 2008, the volume of BHL pages scanned by

the MBLWHOI Library and its partners was sufficient to create a
foundation of scanned literature that supports the Encyclopedia of
Life project. By the close of 2008, over 10,000,000 pages of scientific
literature were scanned by the BHL, about 1/3 of which were from
the MBLWHOI Library.
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The library staff has been active not only in the labor-intensive
literature scanning portions of BHL, but also as part of the multi-
institutional technical team working on the development of the
BHL Portal (www.biodiversitylibrary.org). The Portal is the web
platform through which MBLWHOI scanned literature is viewed.
The BHL Portal not only displays scanned literature, but also

: employs MBLWHOI Library-developed uBio taxonomic name
finding applications. BHL also uses a MBLWHOI Library-developed
tool that identifies book duplicates in the collections of all 10 BHL
member libraries before the scanning process begins.

Bringing our serials collection into focus as we add to the multi-
million page Biodiversity Heritage Library has been an enlightening
undertaking for the Library serials staff. Both the MBL's Biological
Bulletin and WHOI’s Oceanus have been digitized in the BHL. Safely
handling our pre-1923 foundational journal collection has been a
preservation challenge. However the payoff from this content being
made available on the Internet exponentially increases the impact
of the MBLWHOI Library to the world’s scientific community. Along
with the Biodiversity collections in the library we have also sent the
“early oceanography” collection to be scanned.
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Researchers,
continued

On the MBL collecting boat Cayadetta, c. 1910.
Photo by Gideon S. Dodds (MBL Archives)

Together, these efforts will allow
books and serials to truly interact
and “talk” to one another and

make the vision of Global Research

Libraries 2020 a reality.
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Also in 2008, to the delight of our interlibrary

loan colleagues around the world, MBLWHOI staff
developed a streamlined method of adding Direct
URL links to the library catalog making access to these
scanned items seamless.

The Woods Hole Open Access Service (WHOAYS)
continues to grow with published monographs from
our local scientific research along with deposits of data
sets, audio, and video.

For the past five years the library has been promoting
papers published by the researchers and scientists of
the Woods Hole scientific community by highlighting
current published research papers on the library’s home
page. We are now developing a portal that that will
not only feature Woods Hole research in general, but
will find experts and current collaborations happening
in Woods Hole and promote the research of specific
departments, institutes, or research groups. The hope
is that these new capabilities will increase the visibility
of Woods Hole science and provide publication data
that can be easily reused in other repositories and
applications.

The scanning projects and tools that are being
developed in this library and other research libraries
will help to facilitate the REUSE and RECOMBINATION
of information/data by adding METADATA and
CONNECTIVITIES. Together, these efforts will allow
books and serials to truly interact and “talk” to one
another and make the vision of Global Research
Libraries 2020 a reality.
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