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Recap of Last Year

House and Senate prepared to add $23 billion in discretionary spending to the 
President’s FY 2008 budget.
President – with House and Senate Republican support – refused to agree and vetoed 
several appropriations bills.
Democrats lacked votes to override veto.  
Congress forced to cut appropriations bills – on the domestic side – by $23 billion to 
get back to the President’s number.
NSF, NOAA, DOE Office of Science, etc. lose planned growth.  

NSF research grows by a meager 1%.  
DOE Office of Science – like Fermi Lab – take substantial cuts – furlough and cut staff. 
Many NOAA extramural programs are frozen or below FY 2007.

Enactment of America COMPETES included NOAA and NASA science and education 
programs.
NAML Education Committee sought out by NOAA for White Paper on Education.
NAML Nominating Committee begins to function – more opportunities ahead.

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


What Do We Expect for FY 2009

President’s Budget released February 4, 2008:

Defense up 8%, foreign-aid spending up 17%;

Most domestic spending flat, despite inflation; 

Continues innovation initiative:  15% growth for physical and engineering 
sciences (NSF, DOE, DOD, and NIST).

President has already threatened to veto appropriation bills if they exceed 
his budget.  

White House declares “war” on earmarks.

Presidential election year – Could be facing legislative stalemate.

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


National Science Foundation

NSF research is up 16%: BIO up 10%; GEO up by 13%; SBE up by 8.5%

NSF math/physical sciences, engineering, computing grow by as much as 
20%

NSF education up by 9%

NEON, OOI, and Alaska Research Vessel – delayed due to rising costs

Dynamics of Water Processes in the Environment - a $10M NSF-wide 
investment to increase understanding of the Earth’s freshwater systems

Oceans Research - $17 for the interagency Ocean Research Priorities Plan; 
$22M for the Integrated Ocean Drilling Program and the Academic Research 
Fleet

Cyber-enabled Discovery increases to $100M (from $47M) to advance 
science and engineering along new pathways opened by computational 
capabilities

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


NOAA

NOAA budget up by 5% to $4.1B – all for satellite programs

NOAA Research down 4%; Ocean, Coastal and Great Lakes Research 
down 23% - earmarks removed from base;  NURP and OE merged and 
reduced 23% from FY08 level;  Sea Grant cut 4% from FY08 level. 

National Ocean Service down 10% - includes $10M increase for interagency 
ORPP, $14.5M for IOOS regional observations, $20M for the Coastal 
Services Center (down $3M), $48.5M for the National Centers for Coastal 
Ocean Science (down $3M), and $99M for coastal zone management (up by 
$5.8M).

NOAA Education: $16.5M – down from last year’s level of $34M – removal of 
earmarks.  Includes $14.2M for EPP, a 2% increase.

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


NASA, DOD, USGS, EPA, and NIH

NASA science, generally, level funded – earth sciences, however to increase by nearly 
7% - response to NAS Decadal Study.

NASA education programs decline by 21% - removal of earmarks.

DOD basic research up by 19%.

USGS - $969M; down 4%.  Includes Ocean and Coastal Frontiers Initiative - $16M, an 
increase of $7M for USGS participation in U.S. Ocean Action Plan.

EPA at $7.1B is down 5%.  R&D account is down about 1%; Clean Air and Climate 
Change down 4%; Clean and Safe Water down 11%; Healthy Communities and 
Ecosystems down 3%.

NIH frozen – yet again – at $29B.

Physical sciences in, environmental and health sciences out – again.

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


Objectives for this Year

Establish NAML Legislative Agenda; Place more NAML members on 
advisory committees.

FY 2009 appropriations – supporting science agenda – particularly the 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes at NSF, NOAA, NASA, EPA, etc.

Coastal and Ocean Legislative Agenda includes:  
Oceans 21; 
NOAA Organic Act;
NURP and OE legislation; 
IOOS authorization;
Ocean acidification; 
Aquaculture legislation;
Coastal Zone Management reauthorization;
Sea Grant Reauthorization;
Climate Change, Global Warming, etc.

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


Objectives for this Year 
(continued)

Monitor the OMB requested NOAA review of coastal programs

Coordinate with like-minded organizations: CNSF, Ocean Leadership, Coastal 
States Organization, Friends of NOAA, etc.

Open Discussions with Marine Protected Areas Center and Advisory Committee

Explore long shot at supplemental funding in FY 2008 for NSF and DOE – via 
full funding for innovation initiative – NSF releases impact statement for FY 
2008

NOAA and it relationship with external entities



Preparing for the Next Administration

This year will be a bust from a budget point of view and from a legislative point of  
view – Presidential election year.

NOAA SAB Reports on Extension, Outreach and Education – and forthcoming 
Partnership Reports – should give NAML expanded opportunities – in the next 
Administration

NAML Memo To Next Administration:
Programmatic recommendations;
Policy recommendations; and
Comments on Decision Makers to be appointed – OSTP, DOC, NOAA, NSF, etc.

Coordinate with like-minded organizations

NSF Director – has a statutory term, may not leave with new Administration

NOAA – Mary Glackin likely to “hold down” the NOAA fort for quite sometime.

Recommend a subgroup of the NAML Policy Committee be created to draft 
NAML transition document by June 2008.

http://www.lewis-burke.com/index.php


Conclusion

Expect a tough year on many levels – must still engage, build and rebuild 
working relationships with policy makers at all levels, be visible, and be 
mindful of the “big picture”

Not likely to see much legislation enacted – particularly bills for which there 
are controversial provisions. Appropriations likely to be a “mess”

Presidential election year has a way of making everything that much more 
complicated

Next Administration – a time of opportunity
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