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1.0 Summary 
The Marine Biological Laboratory (MBL) Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) has the immediate 

responsibility for the business administration aspects of research and education projects sponsored by 

the government, industry, or foundations in accordance with the established policies of the Institution 

The research enterprise can be characterized as a "cradle to grave" process. This process begins with a 

concept or idea that is turned into a proposal, followed by an award, the performance of the project, 

and several other steps that ultimately lead to the closeout process. 

Government-sponsored projects are normally carried out under grants, cooperative agreements, or 

contracts, depending on which agency is sponsoring the work and, to some extent, the nature of the 

program. 

Although government grants and contracts are subject to differing statutory requirements and 

regulations, there is no significant difference between them in terms of MBL research policy and 

administrative procedures. Except for federal compliance programs or regulations, the administration 

of contracts from private organizations is similar to that of government grants, cooperative 

agreements, and contracts. 

Foundation grants, on the other hand, are usually more broadly defined, and tend to have varying 

administrative and contractual requirements. All sponsored awards will be consistently treated in 

accordance with institutional policies and sponsor guidelines. 

The MBL is required to comply with regulatory requirements that include but are not limited to the 

Office of Management and Budget {0MB) Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and 

Audit Requirements for Federal awards (Uniform Guidance) at 2 CFR § 200; Federal Acquisition 

Regulation (FAR) and agency-specific terms and conditions. Because lack of compliance can lead to 

sanctions, it is imperative that the MBL commit itself to compliance with the regulations and 

certifications applicable to sponsored programs. 

The following policies govern funding for research or education programs whether covered by a 

grant or contract, and regardless of the potential sponsor: 

The Sponsored Projects Policy K.1.5 defines the responsibilities for handling the awards and the 

consequences of violation of the policy or underlying procedures. It should be used in conjunction 

with other policies including but not limited to the Code of Conduct, the Employee Conflict of 

Interest, and the Allegations of Misconduct. 
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